
Home in Focus

SOME SUGGESTED IDEAS

1.The story of the landscape – the vast 
prairies, rugged hills, open skies, and quiet 

corners that define the region.

2. The people, places and things that make 
this area feel like home.

3. Intimate details of daily life – small mo-
ments that tell a larger story.

4. Generational ties – places that hold fam-
ily or community history.

5. Everyday beauty – the familiar sights that 
are often overlooked.

A Community Photography Competition

The Rapid City Arts Council (RCAC) is thrilled to announce Returning Home, a com-
munity photography show and competition centered around South Dakota as home. 
Photographers of all skill levels are encouraged to submit for this exhibition that cele-
brates the beauty, stories, and spirit of this region and their sense of home.

This year’s theme invites you to explore your sense of home, not just as a place or phys-
ical location, but as a feeling. We invite you to tell the story of your connection to this 
land through photographs. What does home look like to you? Maybe it’s the familiar 
bend in a back road, the changing light on a prairie hill, the people who live here, or 
the place where generations of your family have gathered. Through imagery, we hope 
to capture the ways people see, experience, and find meaning in their home spaces.

Photography is a powerful form of storytelling. Each image offers a glimpse into how 
we belong to this place, how the land shapes us, and how we, in turn, shape our sense 
of home within it.

IMPORTANT DATES FOR ENTRIES

Submissions Due:
Friday, February 6

Artist Notification
Friday, February 13 

Artwork Drop Off
(Accepted Pieces Only)

March 2-6

Exhibition Dates
March 13-May 9

Artists’ Reception
March 13 | 5-7pm

For more information on how to apply, please visit: 
thedahl.org/photoshow



RULES & PROCEDURES
•	 See important dates on front. 

•	 All artwork must be original. No AI 
generated imagery allowed. 

•	 Entry fee per photo: 
$10 Adult  
FREE FOR YOUTH

This is a juried exhibition. Entrance fee does 
not guarantee acceptance into exhibition.

•	 Accepted framed photos not ac-
curately depicted by online sub-
mission may be rejected.

•	 By entering this contest, you give 
the RCAC the right to use your 
image(s) for publicity.

•	 All accepted photos must remain 
in place for the duration of the 
exhibition.

•	 Award winners will be posted on 
thedahl.org/photoshow after the 
exhibition opens.

•	 Artwork not collected by May 29, 
2026 will be conisdered property of 
the RCAC.

SUBMISSIONS
•	 All submissions must be paid online 

at thedahl.org/photoshow 

•	 Images should be emailed to en-
tries@thedahl.org (subject: PHOTO: 
Reflect). Images should be sized 
to 1280 pixels on the longest side. 
Image resolution is 72 pixels per 
inch. Save as .jpg using the highest 
quality that keeps the file under 
2MB.

•	 In the body of the email, please 
include intended frame size, year 
of completion, price/insurance 
value, and a statement of why this 
photograph aligns with the theme.  

•	 Files should be saved as  
LastName_FirstName_Title.jpeg 
(Larson_Jeannie_MajorTom.jpeg)

•	 Do not include watermarks or any 
other markings on the images 
submitted.

PRESENTATION
•	 SIZE: Framed artwork must be no 

larger than 720 square inches.

•	 Photographs must be matted, 
framed and ready to hang with a 
wire.

•	 No canvases will be accepted.

•	 Prints must have a solid backing of 
mat board and foam core.

•	 Jurors suggest simple, neutral 
wood, metal or black frames.

•	 Jurors recommend use of plexiglass 
versus glass. If artwork has glass, 
entrant must check waiver box on 
the drop off form, releasing the 
RCAC of any responsibility in case 
of breakage.

SHIPPING & DELIVERY
•	 Artists are responsible for transpor-

tation of artwork to/from the Dahl 
Arts Center 

•	 Send or deliver accepted  
photos to:  
Reflect 
Dahl Arts Center 
Attn: Jeannie Larson 
713 7th Street, Rapid City, SD 57701 

•	 Photos should be delivered to the 
main entrance on 7th Street. Pho-
tos will not be accepted at Kansas 
City Street/Education entrance. 

•	 Incoming: All shipped artwork must 
be clearly marked with artist’s 
name, address, phone number 
and email. 

•	 Work that is inadequately packed 
or damaged will be refused. 

•	 Outgoing: Work will be returned if 
the artist provides reusable ship-
ping container and a pre-paid 
shipping label. 

•	 Hand-Delivery: All hand delivered 
work must be clearly marked. If the 
RCAC is to return the hand deliv-
ered work - see “outgoing” above. 

INSURANCE
•	 The RCAC assumes insurance for 

objects upon receipt, inspection 
and throughout the exhibition. 
Coverage will be provided at fair 
market value or for the fair cost of 
the repair. 

•	 Artists are responsible for providing 
insurance for works in transit to and 
from the Dahl Arts Center. 

•	 The RCAC exercises all necessary 
precautions in storage, handling, 
and security of all borrowed items. 
The RCAC is not responsible for 
minor wear and tear resulting from 
normal handling. 

SALES & COMMISSION
•	 Artists who wish to offer their work 

for sale are encouraged to do so. 
Indicate selling price on drop-off 
form. 

•	 The RCAC retains a 33% commis-
sion. Prices listed on the drop off 
form must reflect this commission. 

•	 Payment to the artists for works sold 
will be issued by May 22, 2026. 

•	 Work not for sale must be marked 
“NFS” with a value for insurance 
purposes clearly stated.

CASH AWARDS
•	 Youth (18 and under) 

1st - $75 | 2nd - $50 | 3rd - $25 

•	 Adult Amateur/Hobbyist (over 18) 
1st - $75 | 2nd - $50 | 3rd - $25 

•	 Adult Experienced/Professional 
(over 18) 
1st - $100 | 2nd - $75 | 3rd - $50 

•	 Best of Show Award - $125 

•	 People’s Choice Award - $100

QUESTIONS?  
Contact Jeannie Larson, Curator
jeannie.larson@thedahl.org
605.394.4101 x 2


